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The Role of the Chamber within the International Economic Development

The 30 anniversary celebration of the Federation of GCC Chambers is the culmination
of long-term efforts done by the Federation over the last thirty years.

Although, efforts have been able to realize many achievements to the private sector, the
current future phases are in need to develop new way of thinking and new mechanisms
that can handle and deal with current and regional economic developments effectively and
positively; where observers of the international economic development can easily notice
the extent of change in the global economic system on local or international levels.

The most prominent feature of this change and development is the growing role of the
private sector a the dropping one of the governmental in managing the development
process, which obliges the private sector - in general - to have the vision and the tools
needed to achieve comprehensive and sustainable development and to fill up the gap
that was being carried out by Governmentsin meeting social and health considerations
and spreading education, and other roles the Government is still playing.

When the private sector is demanding to head initiatives and guide the development
process, this implies that it should be committed to maintain health and social gains
to the people and should not have the intention to render any economic gain at the
expense of other benefits enjoyed by the general public.

Hence, Chambers and their different associates should have a future vision possessing
enough social responsibility of private sector partnerships, and the economic trend
in the context of achieving comprehensive and sustainable development which will
make all parties - government, civil society organizations and chambers of commerce
— share obligations and responsibilities.

We believe that other variables should not be ignored while preparing for this strategy
and vision; recognizing the global and regional economic developments, how to deal
with global economic blocs, and how to establish one active and influencing economic
bloc recognized on regional and global levels.

Khalifa Bin Jasim Bin Hamad Al Thani
President of Qatar Chamber of Commerce Industry
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